
Scholars, Academicians, Journalists, and Activists Condemn Murder of Iranian Technical and 
Scientific Experts 

On January 12, 2012, a bomb ripped apart a car in Tehran, killing Iranian scientist Mostafa Ahmadi 
Roshan and his driver, and injuring several others. In the past two years, four other Iranian scientists 
have been killed in a similar manner.  By now, it is clear that this is a systematic campaign with 
political intentions. Media reports and political pundits attribute Mr. Ahmadi's killing to targeted 
assassinations by those opposed to Iran's nuclear program, both within and outside Iran, or internal 
factional fighting. 

If public reports are true that these assassinations are orchestrated by foreign powers in order to 
prevent Iran's ability to go forward with its nuclear capabilities, then we petition those powers to stop 
these assassinations – a tactic replacing political engagement with covert operations at the expense of 
innocent civilians. These assassinations provide the Iranian authorities with ample excuse to continue 
to suppress voices of dissent, even on the Iranian nuclear issue, to arrest and imprison political 
opposition, and to further curtail the activities of human rights activists.    

As academicians, writers, human rights activists, and intellectuals, we condemn these attacks on 
civilian scientists. Such terrorist actions can only escalate the internal tension and regional conflicts 
toward a military clash or war. Regardless of where we stand on Iran's nuclear program, we find these 
assassinations outrageous because they target technical or scientific elements of a society without due 
consideration for human rights, due process of international and national laws, and lives of innocent 
individuals caught in the crossfire.   

These types of killings have to stop, not only because they harm a nation's scientific community and its 
civilians, but also because they build a deep psychological scar on the nation's public mind prompting 
it to ask for revenge in kind.  We hope we are living in a better world than that. Killing innocent or 
even allegedly guilty people without consideration for their human rights and due process, by any force 
or government anywhere and anytime, is an outrageous act to be protested by all. If covert targeted 
assassinations of opponents become the order of the day, no one will be safe in this world.   
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56. Mahmood Monshipouri, Professor, San Francisco State University  
57. Akbar Montaser, Professor, Department of Chemistry ,George Washington University  
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